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Abstract

This report examines businesses that deal in handmade goods and that were established by
women who were victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake. It examines the origin of the value
ascribed to, and the role of stories about, these commodities. The study focuses on the webpage
“The Tohoku Manufacture Story”, which introduces handmade goods created in the damaged area
and a company, Kesennuma Knitting, operated by women who make and sell knitted goods. As
background, | also discuss changes in the free market and in the handmade goods market after the
middle of the 201" century in Japan, as well as the emergence of fair trade and ethical consumerism.
These handmade goods have been newly designed following the earthquake. They are connected
to the damaged areas through their sources, such as antlers and deerskin, and through local
culture, such as fishing villages where knitting is popular. In this way, the women are able to produce
goods locally that represent the area struck by disaster. The locally handmade goods thus amount
to souvenirs commemorating the actual location of the disaster. The knitters represented on the
“Kesennuma Knitting” website sell their products only at their shop in Kesennuma City, far from big
cities. This strategy requires that customers travel to the area of the disaster. We might call this
approach “revival tourism”. While engaging in revival tourism, travelers study the damage and learn
about disaster prevention, a process that culminates in the purchase of these handmade goods,
which grant authenticity to their travels. The long journey to the shop and conversations with the
artisans become travel stories. Custom-made cardigans and information about the knitter, such
as her name, a portrait, and her house name, play the important role of further singularizing the
handmade goods. Thus, these handmade goods serve important functions in revival tourism.

Keywords the Great East Japan Earthquake, restoration project, ethical consumption, handmade
goods, souvenir
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