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Abstract

Focusing on the example of Qin opera in Shaanxi province, this article will show that the premise
of existing studies on actor education which assumes simple evolutionary transition from traditional
apprenticeship to state-run school cannot amply capture the reality of Chinese traditional theater
education today because there are increasing numbers of private school that resemble former
apprenticeship system. The article will also analyze how the existence of such private schools is
creating educational inequality in actor education by focusing on Changnian education, the core
practice of Qin opera education, and describe how it evolved historically and how the educational
gap between state-run schools and private schools are emerging.
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