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Abstract

Social-ecological changes among Yamal reindeer herders that have given rise to the phenomenon of
the network protest society “Voices of the Tundra” are the focus of the article. The authors suggest
that the established approach to social processes among Nenets tundra indigenous people should
be revised. Drawing on the data from the field research conducted in the Yamalo-Nenets Autonomous
District (YNAD) in 2015, 2018, and 2019, the authors have coined the phrase “the Yamal paradox.”
The idea of the paradox is that, contrary to certain expectations that the burdens of nomadic life will
force tundra Nenets to move to urban areas, traditional nomadic lifestyle has become prevailing and
attractive for them. Demographic growth among Nenets reindeer herders and a two-fold increase
of the reindeer herd over the past 15 years, in combination with intensive industrial development
of the region, have resulted in the conflict of interest of the growing fuel and energy complex and
the growing nomadic community. The results obtained made it possible to represent the process
of reassessing key problems and challenges faced by indigenous communities that have arisen in
connection with the rapid transformation of the YNAD into a new oil and gas province of Russia.
This reassessment and the reforming mindset of indigenous people have provided the capability of
indigenous resistance. New media, such as the social network “VKontakte,” have become methods
of transmitting indigenous voices and local indigenous concerns. In social networks, the project
“Voices of the Tundra” has recorded major “pressure points” of indigenous development in YNAD,
such as a shortage of land for the growing reindeer herd caused by the dispossession of ancestral
domains in favor of the fuel and energy complex, ecological problems, and the uncertainty of life
prospects of nomadic populations who face accelerated industrial development of the region. The
group behind “Voices of the Tundra” makes an appeal on behalf of nature and people whose material
existence and the world to which they belong are under threat from the state and big business. The
authors consider that the use of the concept of “resistance” will present an opportunity to gain better
understanding of the processes described.

Keywords Yamalo-Nenets autonomous district (Russia), Northern nomad communities, “Yamal
paradox,” “The Voice of the Tundra,” aborigine resistance
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2013/14FEX 2016 FFEDBIR (MDA DAREFRDREE ESANUTRBHROBHRE) (L. 7
AERMEZLZEOEIEOBRBICEIE LT e, —EOHREZ M I DERC UIEUFAVL
SNIEAFZAROT« P/ Zv I ENHEVEIULD, COMBORE G ZoO0—-XT7Y
TU. UIEBLKOMIZEBZEDHDZECRDTZ. SDOURIRRT T WY RSDE] D
IIN—TzBUTESHULRENY -5 - v T IangiE & UTHE L., BERR
DEREZERIAT DIHIC, o, RIBH, BUAN/HILZIRRI DN TED. 5
UTZEREIRUE(CRAY 2BEDIEMBE TR TE I BCROBZIPARENBRRNTND K
ST, BENY - -2 W T ICDNWTEDC EETJEEICT D (Starn 1991; de la Cadena
2010)., EFEMIICIZRAIPON (Russian Association of the Indigenous Peoples of the
North) EWSEEHR TSNS (O 7SR 73RV HSEERRE |G 6 228R) (4.
JLABRE (CAIB I D 8HEN 1996 F(TFHRBE LI/ \A LNILDOER I A —S5 A TH D [1EiR
FFE=1(Arctic Council) DERFSINE T DO 7715 FTAERDEFIEERUAIZH, &
HERFOEMBICKD T—RIIC (20125 11BN SR 134 38FT) S NIZR(C. BUEIC
HHW TH O IZHBRDIBEE (FBE SN (55— ANTKEADEMERERENE) . BUE
5% T3 [Hi—0O> 7 1(Eannas Poccns) DEBENHER(SER SN, TOMRICIEZRED
BONEEN L. RIBADE UWAGREZ NI DR E BEFRFEIOP TESNEDSN
EZERBZLOBGENBEL TN 5, Z0LS(C. BEREKOBEEERL. 20D
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TH3 20, FEOFEEENEED & AFURTEBNRITEIZIRD NG ([CRBN, FR
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596) . NHHEC REMRIE 28 U TYU X IHEIERN (CEMSN/RW7ILD M1k
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BEEDH < ZERFOMRIRE, 37205, BRI DER - RIEEOAEE &, TN
BEBELTDURTDEFEN. HEANDOAEEE EBNCHEEFESZELUEHLTND D
ETHDe D FHARROEBECHUT, W RSTDO M AHEEDREREICDWN
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BRI ERE ATIE—EBRV. B BVNFHAEEREORIFEZHU D TH
331,
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RAUT. Y2 RSOBE] Z/\—F ) LR TREELREITD—A T O 7HER EEEL
RS, UFP)ERTOBAEEGILEICITD TLD. TDIBEE T, 2N —4F - v
TEHIRTZITAO-EOTY ME 2018F(COS FARMBEROHERERRE) (NIL-JIL
2> (Nasen Mpyavuur) EECINDD  ERFEFHE LU TFVAR-—2EBCRHEITD
—A T, PYORRYBEEERDERER(CHERHBORME & U THEBE U BRIFTE
#), Y2 RSOE] NhSFHESNDEEEQ. HRBECE I IRAOS 7 DBUAR Ak
DEFEEFMENSVZF TR O/ ULRLANL TRIBRERAP T IO b
SOZEEBSNBANE THD (Magomedov 2019: 4) 23, ZNWWX, HSDLTRI>
R(F. O> 7 OIEERENCERTR(CEZS UTWDEEOFBEEFESNCITDDH
259, dtiilgE B S EREMCE SR ADMRER/RT REDLEHCHD [MHiEH]
(counter discourse) & U T, —IBHDBUAHIREKRIC(F & EFSIRVETTUEEI TH D 18
fREns.
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