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Abstract

The purpose of the paper is to explore how the Kalmyks transformed into semi-sedentary life
between the second half of the eighteenth and the middle of the nineteenth centuries. The modern
European countries, including the Russian empire, decreased the mobility of the nomadic people
and focused on turning them into settled people. Previous nomadic studies often identified
sedentarization with turning into peasants. However, the paper explained that not only the Kalmyks
but also the Russian steppe did not necessarily consider sedentary life and agriculture as a non-
divisible set. For example, a Kalmyk noyon Zamyan from the Khoshod tribe required fishing grounds
of good quality in return for introducing sedentary life in the second half of the eighteenth century.
The abundant fishery resources in the Volga-Caspian regions saved the pastoral people and kept
their resilience. The historical materials show that the Kalmyk Buddhist community in Baga-
Tsokhul district required the land ownership of fishing grounds and identified themselves as the
vanguard of sedentarization in the first half of the nineteenth century. Fishing was a makeshift
economy of the Kalmyk nomads. Nevertheless, the 1847 Regulations ignored the importance
of fisheries for Kalmyk pastoralism and the regulations limited catching fish species and fishing Q
grounds for the Kalmyks. This research is based on the archival manuscripts from the National
Archive of the Republic of Kalmykia and the Russian State Historical Archive in Saint Petersburg.
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