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Abstract

The history of the modern era reveals evidence of non-sedentary peoples, such as pastoralists,
being overwhelmed and marginalized by the establishment of nation states with territorial
boundaries. As the tide of globalization has accelerated, a conflict has persistently arisen on a
global level between minorities at the periphery and nation states at the core. This has led to
an awareness of the challenges of discussing ethnic conviviality. The aim of this special issue
is to reconsider the lessons that pastoralists can teach modern society such that their group
consciousness offers a clue to the way different ethnic groups might be able to co-exist.

The discipline of cultural anthropology, with its focus on research into societies living at the
margins, has accumulated a vast amount of data about group consciousness from non-sedentary
peoples, such as pastoralists, thus contributing to the development of studies in ethnicity.
Those studies, however, have failed to develop their discourses adequately, with regard to
historical, political and other factors. Historians, on the other hand, have omitted to contextualize
pastoralists’ ways of thinking and behaviour or bring them into the mainstream of historical studies,
not least because of the shortage of primary sources. c

This special issue addresses three themes by adopting an interdisciplinary and comprehensive
approach designed to make connections between cultural anthropology and historical studies.
Firstly, any account needs to show how pastoralists, who have never recognized the guiding
principles of cross-border restrictions necessitated by the nation state, have entered into
negotiations with those nation states. Secondly, it is necessary to examine how pastoralists
have constructed and maintained their ethnic and cultural identities and ways of life, whilst having
been integrated inexorably into the nation-state framework. Finally, a discourse is required on the
fundamental theme of how pastoralists have sustained their group consciousness and how their
ethical perspectives have lodged themselves in the midst of their encounters with other ethnic
groups within the nation states’ borders. The implications for what this group consciousness
proffers for conviviality will be elucidated.

Keywords non-sedentary peoples, cultural anthropology, historical studies, group consciousness,
conviviality
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